
The Ozark  Homesteader

Hello everyone! Ah, spr ing 

in the Ozarks. For most  of us 

that  means loads of rain and 

a lack of wool coats. I t 's also 

the t ime to get  your herbs 

on! I f you had lavender seeds 

in your freezer it 's t ime to 

get  them into seed pods and 

hope they like you. I f you are 

get t ing new pre-grown 

herbs in pots it 's t ime to buy 

them and get  them on the 

porch and in the yard. Some 

things, of course, can go 

r ight  in your garden; and 

some like fennel, cilant ro, 

and dill make great  plant ing 

companions for squash and 

tomato as bug 

discouragement . Some of 

your leafy herbs like summer 

savory, basil, and pineapple 

sage will have to be 

replanted every year as they 

die as soon as the first  frost  

hits them when left  outside. 

Others like oregano, 

lavender, hardy forms of 

sage, and rosemary will 

resurrect  spr ing after 

spr ing. So, where do we want  

these things? Each herb has 

it 's favor ite condit ions for a 

new home, and some you will 

just  have to t ry in new spots 

each year ?t i l they keep 

living. For example, the year 

I  started chocolate mint  I  

decided I  wanted to have it  

take over around my house 

and fi ll the air  with 

fragrance every t ime I  

mowed the lawn. I  had four 

rooted start ings from a 

fr iend and I  put  them in four 

different  areas. One 

happened to like the shady 

north side of the house, the 

other three died. After many 

years it  has now spread even 

to the areas where it  would 

not  grow to start . Too much 

sun? Not  enough water? I  

may never know, but  if I  

had only t r ied one plant  I  

might  have been discouraged 

with it  and never seen it  

spread like it  has now.

What 's the point  of that  

story? Every herb is different  

and wants different  things. 

They also have different  

tolerances. Most  people 

would tell you that  herbs like 

rosemary, lavender, and 

oregano like dry, rocky soil. 

This is t rue... for  the most  

part . But  while I  have 

aggressively uprooted 

oregano and tossed it  almost  

anywhere and can expect  it  

to take hold, if I  do this to 

lavender I  just  killed it . Yes, 

I  have done this. My first  

garden had an area that  was 

once a dump spot  for  gravel. 

The soil there was very good, 

r ich soil. I t  was also 70 

percent  small gravel. When 

we expanded the garden, the 

lavender accidentally 

uprooted with the fence. I t  

died and never came back, it  

was 7yrs old. I  have been 

t rying to make younger 

lavenders happy in different  

spots ever since. The oregano 

that  was growing two feet  

away? I t  didn't  care, it  just  

grew over the spots that  had 

pulled up unt i l I  f inally had 

to uproot  plants three feet  

across and move them. Did 

they complain? Not  at  all! 

They just  took over the area 

I  tossed them onto, quite 

literally. The same spot  

where the lavender and 

oregano thr ived was not  

tolerated by the thyme or the 

basil, but  I  can grow the 

basil in a pot  under a t ree 

and harvest  all summer long. 

I  have yet  to make a thyme 

happy, but  I  will keep t rying 

new spots unt i l one finds a 

happy place.

They all come with labels 

telling you full sun to part  

shade, well drained soil, 

yada, yada, yada... Don't  

ent irely ignore those helpful 

li t t le labels, but  don't  be 

afraid to push the boundaries 

a bit . Oregano is a full sun 

plant  that  likes rocky, well 

drained soil as a rule. I  also 

having it  growing under an 

oak t ree with f ine soil just  as 

happy as can be. The same of 

my lavenders. Full sun by my 

mailbox should be perfect , 

but  two years has been the 

record for that  spot . After 

that  it  has always died. I  

keep t rying, though. The 

part ly shady spot  in the next  

planter is the current  t r ial 

for  lavender planted last  

year. I t  seems to have made it  

through the winter, next  it  

will see summer t r ials. I  

never give up on an herb I  

really want , and you 

shouldn't  either. Just  keep 

t rying different  spots or 

types of the same plant . 

Sage, for  instance. I  can 

think of at  least  5 kinds of 

sage without  thinking hard 

or looking them up. The 

common garden sage with 

it 's soft  greyish leaves, might  

not  like the same spot  a red 

Russian sage might . Basil 

also has more types than just  

common sweet . Dark purple 

opal basil will tolerate more 

things than the lemon 

var iety. You may also want  to 

t ry these different  types 

because var iety IS the spice 

of li fe. Shape and color and 
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tolerances are not  the only 

differences in your herbs. 

Basil alone comes in 

lemon, lime, liquor ice, 

sweet , and even orange 

flavors; not  to ment ion the 

differ ing degrees of 

intensity between types, 

and that 's just  basil! So 

take advantage of the 

rains and t ry on some new 

herbs in new places. 

(continued from page 1)
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Skunk odor! In your 

house. And your garage. 

And your yard, And your...

Hello count ry folk! Had 

an incident  today that  

some of you may relate to, 

or  if you do live even in a 

rural count ry area, might  

certainly happen in the 

future.

First  of all, I  had a 

family of ?possums take up 

residence in my 

crawlspace. A dear fr iend 

of mine let  me borrow his 

live t raps to catch them 

and get  them out  of the 

crawlspace, before they 

tore down all the 

insulat ion I?d spent  so 

much t ime put t ing into 

the floor joists. So far we 

have had to dispatch three 

adult  possums. After a 

couple days with no catch, 

we decided to set  the t raps 

once more just  in case, 

before permanent ly 

closing up the holes where 

the animals were get t ing 

in (we had temporar ily 

blocked them). L ow an 

behold, a skunk was in one 

of the t raps! Before we 

could grab her, Joonie, my 

t racking dynamo 

Mountain Cur, rushed the 

cage and got  a full-on face 

spray! Poor thing, she was 

frothing at  the mouth and 

her eyes swelled shut  

immediately, and she was 

coughing and hacking. 

This poor dog was 

miserable and we needed 

to get  her some at tent ion 

fast ! I  quickly ran to get  a 

big bowl of warm water 

and a bot t le of saline I  

keep for eye washing 

emergencies. Hurr iedly I  

r insed her face, nose, and 

mouth with the water, 

then squir ted her eyes 

with saline for a full 

minute to r inse out  the 

lachrymators. 

L achrymators, by the way, 

are the same type of 

compound that  is in 

teargas or pepper spray, 

and skunk spray is full of 

it . Poor thing, she was 

pit iful! She didn?t  t ry to 

f ight  the saline as I  

squir ted it  in her eyes, so 

it  must  have been a relief 

to her. After that , it  took 

only a minute to ease off 

and her swollen eyes were 

back to normal. That  

quick r inse is cr it ical to 

keeping the discomfort  to 

a minimum! The spray 

doesn?t  cause damage, just  

discomfort . I  did confirm 

with our vet  that  she 

would be ok, no need to 

br ing her in for  care. 

Quick response was 

important  and the saline 

wash would definitely 

help.

Even though it  was cold 

outside, I  mixed up a 

solut ion of one large bot t le 

of peroxide, a cup of 

baking soda, and a 

tablespoon of Meyers dish 

liquid. I  applied this to her 

face and coat , avoiding her 

eyes, ears, and mouth. The 

baking soda wanted to 

sink, so I  kept  st ir r ing the 

bowl with my hands as I  

applied it  to her coat . I  let  

that  stay on her for  about  

ten minutes, t rying to 

keep her from rolling in 

the grass. Then we 

followed with a good bath 

using good smelly 

shampoo. Amazingly, no 

skunky smelling dog! 

There was a faint  odor 

later, but  another bath 

helped to take care of that .

Now, my house was 

another story! The skunk 

was actually in the live 

t rap cage in the 

crawlspace, so when he 

sprayed my dog, it  sprayed 

inside the wall, pipes, 

insulat ion and joists as 

well! Immediately the odor 

had permeated all through 

the house as well as 

outside all around the 

yard! So I  had my work 

cut  out  for  me.

We opened both 

crawlspace doors, and 

luckily there was a st rong 

breeze blowing, so that  

helped to air  out  the 

crawlspace as much as 

possible. I  quickly got  fans 

running in the cabin and 

opened all the doors with 

the fans blowing air  out . 

The odor was very st rong 

in the kitchen, which is 

r ight  over the crawl space 

door where the skunk was. 

I  grabbed a jar  of cit rus 

vinegar I  was making for 

cleaner, with squeezed 

orange and lemon halves. 

The squeezed fruit  had 

been sit t ing in cider 

vinegar for  about  three 

weeks. Nice and cit rus-y. I  

poured a cup of the 

cleaner in a stainless steel 

pot , added water, and 

started it  to boiling. In 
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In this ser ies I  will t ry to 

cover all the basics for 

making your own 

elect r icity from what  is 

available in Mother 

Nature.

The main components of 

any renewable energy 

system are all very much 

the same, no mat ter the 

size or demand of your 

system. Each system 

requires an inverter, 

bat tery bank, charge 

cont roller, and power 

source such as solar panels 

and/or wind turbine.

To get  started the first  

thing you must  f igure out  

is how much power you 

need to make. You may 

need as lit t le as a simple 

100 wat t  system to power 

a few lights in your shed 

or remote cabin, up to a 

full off gr id or gr id t ied 

system as large as 20,000 

wat ts for  a typical home. 

Your elect r ic company 

should be able to supply 

you with that  informat ion. 

That  will get  you the 

approximate size of your 

inverter and allow you to 

calculate how much 

power you need to 

produce on a daily basis. 

Next  comes your bat tery 

bank. You will need to 

figure out  how much 

elect r icity you need to 

store over the t ime you 

are not  producing 

elect r icity so that  the 

things that  need 

elect r icity through the 

night  stay powered up. 

These types of items would 

be your refr igerator, 

freezer, and perhaps some 

lights. Next , to get  your 

power from your source 

items (solar and wind) to 

your bat tery bank you will 

need a charge cont roller. 

The type of system you 

desire or require will 

determine what  size and 

type of charge cont roller  

you will need. There are 

three basic types of 

cont rollers: standard, 

PWM, and MPPT. Each 

has advantages and 

disadvantages. Next  in 

line would be your solar 

panels and/or wind 

turbine. Each has 

advantages and 

disadvantages. Solar is 

great  for  a nice steady 

flow of elect r icity but  it  

only produces power for 

a limited t ime each day 

and does not  produce 

much on cloudy days. 

Wind turbines can 

produce lots of power 

which is great  but  you 

have to have a good area 

for wind and most  

important ly, you need 

good, clean wind to 

benefit  proper ly from 

wind turbines.

In following art icles, I  

will discuss in more detail 

each aspect  of the 

alternat ive energy system. 

I  will discuss the pros and 

cons of each type of 

component , as well as 

making good, solid 

recommendat ions for 

different  types of systems.

Cameron is a firearms 

instructor, prepper, and lifelong 

homesteader who currently 
works in alternative energy 
sales and service. He can be 
reached at 417-763-3134.

(continued from page 2)

The price of anything is the amount 
of life you exchange for it.

~ Henry David Thoreau

I went to the woods because I wished 

to live deliberately...

~ Henry David Thoreau

I  Car r y.  I  Mat t er .
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Getting Star ted in Renewable Energy
By Cameron Dearborn 

The M an  Cave

H om e of  Bush H i pp i e Su r v i val

Sunset at Woolly Hollow State Park
Photo by Daniel Rooney 

Sunrise over N Cadron near Damascus
Photo by Daniel Rooney 

another pot  of water, I  put  

in about  half a cup of plain 

coffee to boil. Both 

fragrances would help 

permeate the house and 

clean the air. I?ve read 

that  coffee can ?clean? the 

air, not  so much a 

disinfect ing type of clean, 

but  just  make it  smell 

bet ter. I  didn?t  want  to 

light  any candles or 

fragrance to mask the 

odor yet , I  wanted to 

eliminate as much of it  as 

possible...

(Read the r est of the 
stor y her e.)
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Today?s craze of adult  

color ing takes many of us 

back to our f irst  memories 

of those fabulous boxes of 

crayons that  sparked our 

imaginat ion. What  an 

amazing carton of 

creat ivity encapsulated in 

those small wax cylinders. 

All this nostalgia got  me 

wondering who invented 

these magical st icks and 

made them affordable and 

accessible to American 

School Children!

To my surpr ise, Crayola 

did not  invent  the crayon. 

Europe was the bir thplace 

of the modern crayon. 

However, in 1903 the 

small f irm of Binney & 

Smith did invent  the 

Crayola crayon. Unt il 

then, the European child?s 

crayon was simply a st ick 

of chalk or colored clay. I t  

was almost  useless for 

put t ing color onto paper. 

Edward Binney and C. 

Harold Smith were in the 

business of making color. 

They were renowned for a 

line of red oxides of iron 

st i ll painted on the 

nat ion?s barns. They 

formulated lamp black 

that  not  only made t ires 

look bet ter but  increased 

the t ire t read life by four 

or f ive t imes. And their  

award winning dust less 

chalk was a boon to school 

teachers.

The first  box of eight  

Crayola crayons was sold 

for one nickel making it  

the first  affordable, 

nontoxic, and colorful 

drawing medium that  

would give children an 

excellent  way to br ighten 

their  wor ld. Binney and 

Smith were responsive not  

just  to the needs of 

teachers, but  of the 

nat ion. Dur ing the Great  

Depression, Binney & 

Smith hired local farm 

families to hand- label 

crayons. Each farm 

became associated with a 

different  color name.

Today, the average 

North American uses up 

730 crayons by age 10. 

Crayons are made in more 

than 120 different  colors, 

some sparkle with glit ter, 

glow in the dark, smell 

like flowers, change colors, 

and even wash off. Not  all 

crayons are created equal, 

but  you can find a list  of 

best  crayon brands here. 

Each of these best  crayon 

brands offers something a 

lit t le different  in style, 

mater ial, or  pr ice.

Read more fun details at  

the following links: 

Smithsonian -  The Colors 

of Childhood, Fascinat ing 

facts about  the invent ion 

of Crayola Crayons, 

Crayola Crayon History, 

The Inventors of 

Crayons: Binney & Smith

L et?s do something fun 

with all those leftover, 

broken crayons by 

making ?Scr ibble 

Cookies?, a classic craft . 

The supplies can be found 

around your house, so 

gather them up and let?s 

begin.

Supplies: Old crayons -  

peeled, broken into stubs 

(HINT: soak the crayons 

in water and the paper will 

fall off); Muffin t in 

(HINT: metal or  silicone, 

round or shaped forms -  

the more solid the shape 

the bet ter, thin parts will 

break off); (Opt ional) Use 

paper muffin cups or 

cooking spray in the t ins 

to help release the disks.

Inst ruct ions: 1) Sort  

paper less, broken colors 

into muffin t in, either all 

similar  or mixed colors. 2) 

Put  muffin t in in warmed 

oven turned off. L et  melt . 

(HINT: Remove from oven 

when squishy not  liquid) 

3) Allow to cool. (45 min 

to an hour) Pop out . 

(HINT: run hot  water over 

pan bot tom, disks will fall 

out ) 4) Time to put  the 

crayon disks to work 

?scr ibbling? a beaut iful 

piece of art .

Find inst ruct ions on 

using a microwave here 

(by Courtney Herr iage).

For help on this project , 

connect  with Sue via 

Facebook or email.

DISCOUNT!!

Bring this column in for  $5 

off any lesson or workshop at  

Sue?s Art  House! Call 

501-253-0584 to sign up or 

schedule your lessons today!

(Not to be combined with any 
other discounts.)

Crafts for You from Sue - Making a Crayon Color 

Disc or Scr ibble Cookies (nope, not edible!)
By Sue Allen Pico @ Sue's Art House

jonirae.com
jlraewrites@gmail.com
writer, artist, henna artist
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